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Look, President Biden and, unfortu-
nately not all, but many, Democrats 
and Republicans agree on this issue, 
but we need aggressive solutions to the 
issue. 

If the United States of America does 
not lead, no one else will. They are 
looking to us for leadership. They are 
looking to President Biden for leader-
ship. They are looking to Congress for 
leadership. We need every freedom-lov-
ing country to condemn this evil, ty-
rannical regime and their constant 
abuses of their people. 

America and other countries should 
not do business with this Communist 
regime. As Biden himself said, they 
will only ‘‘enrich themselves,’’ and 
that is what they do. Instead, we 
should use every pressure point we can 
to defend freedom and the basic rights 
for the Cuban people. 

This is a heartfelt issue for many. We 
enjoy these freedoms, and sometimes 
we forget how tough it is and how 
much support people need in struggling 
countries like Cuba. Right now is the 
time to show strong support for the 
people of Cuba and for their basic 
human rights. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 1 
minute a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. DEGETTE) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Heavenly Creator, author and giver 
of our lives, we dare to approach You 
this morning with our prayers, know-
ing in faith that You are receptive to 
our requests and in Your mercy will at-
tend to our needs. 

And so we ask, that You would an-
swer. We ask for Your favor as we bring 
before You our need for guidance, pa-
tience, and direction. Answer us with 
Your voice of clarity, Your calming 
presence, a sign to lead us forward in 
the way You would have us go. 

We seek. We seek Your wisdom as we 
approach delicate and complex issues. 
May we find our way into the heart of 
each matter, that prejudices and poli-
tics would be left behind and Your 
truth would reveal itself to us. 

Lord, we knock on doors that seem 
closed to conversation and com-
promise. Open for us opportunities 

wherein we discover room for growth 
and cooperation, and may the doors of 
our own hearts be encouraged to open 
to possibilities we may be reluctant to 
consider. 

To You who can do infinitely more 
than we could ever ask or imagine, we 
ask, we seek, we knock, that You in 
Your infinite mercy would give us this 
day what we need. 

In the strength of Your name we 
pray. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(a) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the Journal of the last day’s 
proceedings is approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. FEENSTRA) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. FEENSTRA led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

APPROPRIATIONS BILLS ADVANCE 
IN THE HOUSE 

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. PLASKETT. Madam Speaker, 
Democrats are making sure that as a 
nation we build back better to create 
more jobs, cut taxes, and lower costs. 
President Biden’s and congressional 
Democrats’ economic plan to build 
from the bottom up and the middle out 
is working. America is getting back to 
work, and working families are seeing 
the results. 

Jobs are coming back. Under Presi-
dent Biden’s leadership in the past 6 
months, the economy has gone from 
creating only 60,000 new jobs a month 
to creating 60,000 jobs every 3 days. 
Wages are rising. American workers 
are seeing long overdue pay raises, 
bringing home more money to their 
families, and powering economic 
growth that comes from the bottom up 
and the middle out. 

Paychecks are growing. 
The economy is growing. Thanks to 

Democrats’ leadership, the economy is 
growing faster than at any time in the 
last 40 years. Independent projections 
from the Federal Reserve, the World 
Bank, and many others all forecast 

America this year reaching the highest 
levels of growth in nearly four decades; 
and small business optimism is back to 
pre-pandemic highs. 

f 

KLAMATH BASIN 
(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, ac-
tions by the Federal Government are 
devastating the Klamath Basin on the 
north end of California and south Or-
egon. Earlier this year our government 
cut off all of the water for the Klamath 
Basin from the farmers and the wildlife 
in order to deal with Endangered Spe-
cies Act rules for two competing spe-
cies of fish. 

Madam Speaker, you can see the dev-
astation last year with a duck kill that 
happened inside the refuge. We did 
manage to rescue this one. 

The wildlife refuge has no water. The 
farmers who also provide water, food, 
and resting areas for migratory birds 
now cannot provide food or habitat, 
and the entire basin is hurting. The 
government has created an ecological 
disaster that will result in the death of 
tens of thousands of federally protected 
migratory birds. 

Last year when the Bureau of Rec-
lamation reduced the water by more 
than half, 60,000 birds died of botulism. 
I toured this area last year, and it is 
indeed devastating. This year there is 
zero water. 

There is no habitat for nesting birds 
and no feed for them from farmers. 
This is a government created disaster, 
and our environment and people are 
paying the price. We need to deliver 
the water that farmers own to the 
farmers, and that will also in turn help 
deliver water to the Federal refuge. 

Federal courts and the Bureau of 
Reclamation need to get out of the way 
and let the people on the ground suc-
ceed for food and for our wildlife. 

f 

GROWN FLOWER MONTH 
(Mr. CARBAJAL asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CARBAJAL. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the importance 
of buying American-grown flowers. 
Whether it is celebrating a wedding, a 
graduation, or sending condolences, 
flowers have been used to mark signifi-
cant occasions for thousands of years. I 
have seen the value this industry adds 
to our economy and communities dur-
ing my visits with our hardworking 
central coast growers. 

The cut-flower industry generates 
thousands of jobs and produces signifi-
cant economic activity each year 
through flower farmers, distributors, 
and florists. 

California grows an astonishing 70 
percent of American-grown flowers, 
and yet only a fraction of the flowers 
sold across the country were grown 
here. That must change. 
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